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V/AR  FOOD  ADI/cIKIS  IRA  TIuN 
Office  of  Distribution 
'tkashington  2b,  D.  C,  . 


FOOD  IllSPLJC'riON  SCRIPT  Ni'.  I 
Time:    Approximately  six  minutes  and  fifteen  sefconds 

Alil^iOUNCSK :    Kost  of  us  are  interested  in  anything  new... new  bab j^ei«<<''^V\r  styles,  new 
recipes .and  especially  in  new  kinds  of  jobs  for  women.     This  week  I 
heard  of  another  new  ono...at  least  it  was  nevif  to  me..»that  seemed  sade 
to  order  for  a  woman  who  is  accurate  ana  alert  about  her  work.     It's  a 
food  inspection  Job ...  inspection  of  f ood  f or  the  Army  and  Navy,  Since 
many  of  you  have  a  very  persciial  inter^3st  in  the  kind  of  food  your-  hus- 
bands and  sweeuijearts  eat  v^hen  they're  in  the  service...!  invited  Miss 
to  the  studio  today  to  tell  vou  about  her  work.     Did  we  break 


It's  alyxays  a  pleasure 


only  temporarily.     Vllho  sends 


in  on  one  of  ycur  busier  days.  Miss 
INSPECTOR:     Not  too  busy  to  come  up  here,  Liss 

to  explain  s^bout  our  work. 
ANNOUNCER:     I  understated  that  you  are  here  in 

you  here? 

INSPECTOR:     'Tlie  Ij'ar  Fcod  Administration  sent  me  here.     I  work  for  them,  you  know. 

And  I'll  probably  go  froiri  here  to  to  inspect  dehydrated  . 

Or  I  may  be  sent  to  to  examine  the  i'rozen  there  before 

they  go  to  an  Army  cai'P  somewhere. 
ANNOUNCiiR:     Is  all  food  for  the  Armed  Forces  inspected  before  the  Government  buys  it 
INSPECTOR:     Yes,  it  is,  but  our  ,.roup  specializes  in  checking  the  canned,  frozen, 

dried  and  dehydrated  food. 
AiNOUNCSRj     It  must  require  a  large  number  of  women  to  inspect  all  the  food  the 

GoverrjTient  buys. 


1 


« 


IKSPLCTOR:      In  cur  group  2uO  v;omen  and  ^^00  racn  are  inspecting,  food  now.  .  .working 
all  ever  the  Uniteci  States .wherever  food  is  processed  and  sold  to 
the  Governrfient »    Most  }^;eopl3  don't  know  how  particular  Government 
buyers  are  about  getting  good  food  for  our  service  men. 

Ai\NOUNGi;R:      Miat  do  you  mean  by  good  food.  Miss   ? 

lilSPr]  GTOR :       I  mean  food  that  has  been  processed. .  .that  is,  canned  or  frozen  or 
dried .. .under  strictly  sanitary  conditions.    And  the  Government  is 
interestod,  also,  in  ^tting  th>;  quality  it  pays  for.     ^ey  don't 
believe  in  br.yin^.,  "sight  unseen"  as  Vv'e  say. 

Ai'iTIOUKCER :      How  do  ^.ou  go  about  inspecting  for  quality,  Kiss  ? 

Ii\lSPiiCTOR :      First  of  all,  vre  select  samples  from  the  cases.     If  ten  thousand  cases 
of  peaches,  for  instance,  have  been  set  aside  for  milit^iry  use,  we 
select  about  sixty  cans  for  inspection. 

I  hope  you  will    forgive  m.e  for  interrupting.     You  said,  "¥fe  select" 
...do  you  Vjorkwith  someone  else? 

Tivo  of  us  usually  vrark  together.    We  often  need  each  other '  s"  help. 
I  remeraber  one  time  when  another  inspector  and  I  were  in 

to  inspect  cf-nned  ,  which  were  stored  in  a  big  warehouse. 

The  boxes  were  piled  liigh  on  all  sides  of  us,  v/ith  little  narrow  lanes 
between.     Fortunrtely  ive  had  oui-  slacks  on,  sc  one  of  us  climbed  all 
around  and  ov^r  the  boxes,  pulling  out  a  can  here  ajid  a  can  there,  care- 
fully hrinding  it  down  to  the  other. 
ANKOUIv'GSR :       Ycu  don't  take  the  first  dozen  or  so  you  come  to,  then? 
INSPiCTGR:      No,  wu  alviays  get  our  sampljs  from  different  parts  of  the  stock  pile, 

to  get  a  representative  selection. 
ANKOUNCER :      Afto-r  you've  chosen  the  cans  you  v;r,nt,  then  v.-hat  do  you  do? 
INSPECTOR:      First,  .  .w.il,  let's  imagine  I'm  inspecting  peach<-.;s.     Gur  first  tost  is 
done  with  a  little  vacuum  gauge  to  check  the  absence  of  air  in  the  can* 


ANNOUNCER; 


INSPiJCTOR; 


ANNOUNCER:      And  does  this  test  toll  you  how  well  the  peaches  will  keep? 

INoPECTOR:      Yos,  and  that's  very  ircportant,  because  some  of  the  food  must  travel 
thousands  of  miles,  and  into  all  kinds  of  climates* 

ANNOUNCER:      Supposing  the  peaches  pass  the  first  test.     Then  what  comes  next? 

INSPECTOR:      First,  v/e -weigh  the  can. ..then  v^s  open  it  carefully  end  weigh  the 

pep. ches.  vn'e  look  the  fruit  over  very  critically  from  a  number  of  angles 
...or  perhaps  curves  is  r,  more  accurate  word  to  describe  peaches* 

ANNOUNCER:      Do  you  expect  the  peaches  to  be  perfect? 

INSPECTOR:      Not  n.  cessr-.r  ily.     It  depends  on  the  specifications  called  for  by  the 
Government • 

ANNOUNCER:       In  other  v.~ords,  if  the  Govorr?inent  wants  peaches  to  serve  for  dessert 
they  proLiabiy  want  the  bjst,  and  if  they  v;ant  peachjs  for  pies,  they 
don't  object  to  a  few  imperfections  in  appearance .as  long  as  they  are 
of  good  eating  quality.  Right? 

INSPECTOR:      Ye3...v/e  look  fcr  the  same  characteristics  you  would  look  for.  Miss 

,  if  you  were  buying  a  can  of  peaches  for  dessert.     You  pro- 
bably prjf-rr  that  deep,  rich  golden  color  in  peaches,  and  a  sweet  ripe 
flavor.    l//e  examin'^-  the  peachos  for  texture,  too.     They  should  be  tender, 
not  hard,  you  know. 

ANWOUNCyR:      And  not  mushy  either,  I  suppose.     How  do  you  ti  st  the  juice? 

INSPECTOR:      We  test  tb.c  juice  for  sweetness  by  using  a  special  glass  instrument 
that  looks  like  a  thermometer. 

A^il^IOUKCER:      Don't  you  taste  the  juice  and  peaches? 

INSPECTOR:      Oh  yes,  the  tasting  is  very  important.    1/ye  don't  pass  anything  that 

tastes  scorched  or  peculiar.     I'd  like  to  add  -''lat  all  of  us  are  trained 
to  recognize  certain  flavor  characteristics.     Vie  don't  depend  on  our 
personal  taste.     If  the  fruit  is  perfect  in  ripeness,  color,  size  and 
freedom  from  defects,  the  score  card  v/ill  total  100  percent* 


Ar-ri^OUNC?;R:      a  packer  must  bu  v^ry  proud  v/hon  his  canned  goods  (,ot  a  high  rating.. 
IKSPiiCTOR:      Ho  certainly  is..  ..r.s  proud  as  a  youn^^^stur  xvho  brings  home  a  perfoct 
report  card. 

ANKOUNCBR:       Is  this  Government  inspection  of  processed  foods  something  new  since 
the  war  began? 

IITSPSCTOR:      Oh  no_.     The  Department  of  Agriculture  has  been  cooperating  with  pro- 
cessors for  rbout  15  years,  perfecting  standards  for  dried  and  canned 
gooes.     Of  course,  frozen  foods  and  dehydrated  foods  arc  newer,  but 
'  standrrds  for  them  have  been  set  up,  too« 

AFJOUIJGbR:      It  soems  to  me  if  standards  are  uniTepsally  accept^id  by  all  processors, 
t.'iat's  a  definite  advantage.     If  a  man  can  advertise  that  his  canned 
corn  passed  the  Goverrimont  inspection  v/ith  a  high  score,  isn't  that  a 
»  good  talking  point  in  marking  sales? 

INSPECTOR:       Yes,  that's  one  r.-ason  for  setting  up  a  score  sheet,    luhen  a  pecker 
wants  to  soil  a  wholesaler  five  thousand  cases  of  canned  peas  ,  for 
exam.ple  the  whol;:iSaler  can't  s^e  v;hat  he  is  buying,  so  the  packer  aaks 
the  Government  inspectors  to  test  his  goods,  and  submit  the  score  to 
the  v/ho  le  s a  le r  . 

I  T/ish  we  liomemakers  had  bettor  ways  of  knowing  what  we  are  getting 
when  we  buy  a  can  of  fruit  or  vegetables. 

Perhaps  wo  will  after  the  war  is  over.     Just  the  other  day  I  was  talk- 
ing to  a  group  of  womv.n,   called  the   "Organized  Housev/ives" ;  and  I  de- 
monstrated to  thera  how  v/e  inspect  processed  food.     Our  subject  was 
call'^d,  "Food  Fit  For  G.  I.  Joe".     Thie  wom.en  seemed  to  te  very  much 
interested  in  food  inspection. 
ANNOUNCSR:      l-Vith  inspvctions  and  demonstrations  your  life  certainly  isn't  dull. 
IIm'SPEGTOR:      Ko,  indeed,  it  isn't.     I  may  receive  a  telegram  anytime  to  report 

(date )at  Miami,  Florida  to  inspect  canned  grapefruit  juice,  and  I'd 
probably  be  working  in  Florida  for  several  months. 


AKiJOUKCEK 


INSPECTOR; 
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ANNOUNCER:      Lucky  ^i^^-'  si^ends  her  suimners  in  the  North  and  her  winters  in 

the  South.     Our  time  is  almost  up,  nnd  I  want  to  thank  you.  Miss 

for  giving  us  such  interesting  inf orination  about  the 
testing  of  the  food  that  our  servicemen  eat. 


< 


